Behold Your God, Part 14:
The Perfection, Beauty, and
Glory of God




Classitying the Attributes of God

Aseity [Incommunieable} [ Communicable }

Eternity Attributes Attributes

Omnipresence

| |
-Impassibility Truthfulness Will Goodness Perfection

Faithfulness Decrees Patience Beauty

Wisdom Omnipotence Mercy Glory

Omniscience Freedom Grace
Love
Jealousy
Holiness
Righteousness
Justice
Wrath



Perfection, Beauty, and Glory
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Perfection, Beauty, and Glory

All Attributes

Perfection--God
Possesses all
excellence

and lacks nothing
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Beauty— “God is the sum

of all desirable qualities.”
(Grudem)




Perfection, Beauty, and Glory

All Attributes
Perfection
Beauty

Glory—the consummate
beauty of the totality of
his perfections. It is his
supreme significance
and splendor.




Perfection, Beauty, and Glory

All Attributes

Perfection--God
Possesses all
excellence

and lacks nothing




The Perfection of God

e Definition of the Perfection of God

* Grudem:“* God’' s perfection mean
possesses all excellent qualities and lacks no part of any
gual i ti es that would be de

* Matthew 5:48: "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your
heavenly Father 1 s perfect



The Perfection of God

« God owns every attribute In all ifslinessin such a
way that He Is completely excellent

* There is nothing we can do tmproveupon all the
attributes of God



The Perfection of God

* God’s works are perfect

 Deuteronomy32:4:“ " The Rock! Hi s wi
all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without
Il njustice, Righteous and u

* God’s ways are perfect:
* Psalm18:30: “ Hi s way 1 s perfect

* God’s Word is perfect
* Psalm19:7:* The | aw of the LORD



The Beauty of God

* Definition of the Beauty of God

*Grudem:“t hat attri bute of Goc
of al l desirabl e qualitie:s

All Attributes
Perfection

Beauty— “God is the sum

of all desirable qualities.”
(Grudem)
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The Beauty of God

* Intrinsic Beauty: Objective Beauty

* Isaiah 33:17:* Your =eyes will see
« Excellence
* Psalm50:2. “ Out of Zi on, the p

has shone forth.”’
« attractiveness or desirability



The Beauty of God

 What makes God objectively beautiful?
eGod’ s attri bbamwwgy have perf
«God’ s at t symrbetrytaeadspropoeiane
* Pipersays,” | t 1 s the peculiar p
and harmony of all God's attributes that constitutes God's

beauty, and makes him the foundation of all the beauty in
the worl d.”



The Beauty of God




The Beauty of God




The Beauty of God

« AW.Pink. “ The fairest face on
features, would soon become ugly and unsightly, if one
member continued growing while others remained
undeveloped.Beauty is, primarily, a matter of proportion. Thu
it is with the Word of God: its beauty and blessedness are be
perceived when its manifold wisdom is exhibited in its true
proportions.”’



The Beauty of God




The Beauty of God

« EXtrinsic Beauty (Aesthetic Beauty)

we must see God’s attribut
aestheticallypleasing and desirable



The Beauty of God

* Psalm 27:4:* One t hi ng | have .
that | will seek after; that | may dwell in the house
of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the
beauty of the Lord."’

Beauty: “To have pleasure



The Beauty of God

* To enjoy the beauty as an end in itself




The Beauty of God




The Beauty of God

eSecondary Beauty: The e
earth
* Job 26:13: By His breath the heavens gained their
beauty

* Job 31:26: | beheld the sun when it shone or the moon
walking in beauty.

* Psalm8:5:° For t hou hast made h
t he angel s and hast crowne



The Beauty of God

* Edwards: ...t he beauti es of nature are r
excellencies of the Son of God. So that, when we are delighted with flower
meadows, and gentle breezes of wind, we may consider that we see only t
emanations of the sweet benevolence of Jesus Christ. When we behold th
fragrant rose and lily, we see His love and purity. So the green trees, and
fields, and singing of birds are the emanations of His infinite joy. The easin
and naturalness of trees and vines are shadows of His beauty and loveline
The crystal rivers and murmuring streams are the footsteps of His favor, gr:
and beauty. When we behold the light and brightness of the sun, the golde
edges of an evening cloud, or the beauteous bow, we behold the [outlines]
Hi s glory and goodness; and, I n t



The Beauty of God




The Beauty of God

 Joy Is the personal experience of true beauty

* The soul is the organ by which beauty Is apprehended a
enjoyed

* Regeneration, is the decisive awakening to beauty.
« Sin Is false beauty
« Sanctification is becoming more beautiful

* Heaven is the full experience of beauty
* Isaiah 33:17: Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty



Why Do We Need Beauty?

 Because we need beauty when we suffer

* Psalm 27:3-4: Though a host encamp against me, My
heart will not fear; Though war arise against mespite
of this | shall be confident. One thing | have asked of the
Lord, that | will seek after; that | may dwell in the house
of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty
of the Lord."”




The Glory of God

All Attributes
Perfection
Beauty

Glory—the consummate
beauty of the totality of
his perfections. It is his
supreme significance
and splendor.



The Glory of God

* The Definition of Glory of God:

 MacArthurand Mayhue: “ God’ s gl ory r
consummate beauty of the totality of his perfections. It
Il S his supreme significanc



The Glory of God

— 1
Extrinsic
Glory

~—




The Glory of God

* Intrinsic Glory: Significance

« Hebrew: Kabod: to be heavy orighty.
« Heavy with position or power or wealth (Genesis 31:1)

* Greek: doxahonorand reputation
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The Glory of God

e“ Kabod” | S contrasted t
worthless
* God tells Belshazzianiel 5:27: “ you have b
weli ghed and found wanti ng.



The Glory of God

* Robert Reymondsays,” God’' s gl ory I s the s
attributes as well as any one
|l nescapabl e ‘weilight’ of the sh

the attributes essential to him as the Deity. For the creature to deny
him any one of his attributes is to attack the very glory of God and tc
deny him that without which he would no longer be God. Or to ascrit
to him any attribute which he himself does not expressly claim to ha
IS again to represent him as something less than he is and thus is to
attack his glory. For this reason it is imperative to listen carefully to

God’' s description of himself i



The Glory of God

* Within the Trinity, God has enjoyed His glory from
eternity past.

* John17:5:“ No w, Fat her, glori fy
Yourself, with the glory which | had with You before the
worl d was.’



The Glory of God

Intrinsic
Glory




The Glory of God

 Extrinsic Glory: Splendor

Kabod: “the mghthyiwhiegh&odat I on
reveal ed HI msel 7

* Grudemsays,“ t hi s 1 s the visible
excell ence of God’ s char ac



The Glory of God

eShekinah Glory: Glory o
* Exodus 13:21: God appeared in a pillar of fire.

* Exodus16:10:“ t he gl ory of the Loc
cl oud.”’

* Ezekiel 8:2:“ t he appearance of fi
and upward the appearance of brightness, like the
appearance of gl owing met &



The Glory of God

» Shekinah Glory of Christ

 Matthew 17:5:“ And He was transf i

and His face shone like the sun, and His garments

became as white as |1 ght."”

* Revelation21:23:“ And t he city has
or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has
llumined it, and its lampst he L amb. "’



How do we glorify God?

* John Framesays:* Scr i pture call s o
one sense, of course, we
when we speak truly of him and obey his Word, we
enhance his reputation on earth, and we ourselves becor
part of the created light by which people come to know
God’'s pbBesédaeases says that
|l 1 ght of the world’”™ (Matt
words and our lives bring praise to God, which shows his
glory-light to the world. To glorify God, then, is simply to
obey him, and therefore to proclaim his greatness by our
words and deeds.’



The Glory of God

*The Display of God’'s GI
*We are predestined for God
*The universe was created f

Human beings wer e dsaadled
7

«Salvation I s given for God



The Glory of God

*The Display of God’' s GI
eSanctification 1 s achi evec
eSuffering I1s for God’s gl o
eDamnati on of sinners-=28s fc

eThe Return of Chri st wi | |
10



The Glory of God

*The Display of God’' s GI
Al l things happen f o366 God’

* The deepest motive in the heart of God is His own glory

* Isaiah48:11:* For My own sake, for My
how canMy namebe profaned? And My glory | will not give to
another.” God’' s deepest I s to



The Glory of God

* Summary:
 Perfection is theCompletenes®sf His attributes

* Beauty Is theHarmonyand Enjoymentof His
attributes

 Glory is theNorth and Splendorof His attributes



Practical Application

 The Beauty and Glory of God should humble us.

* 1 Corinthians 8:1:* Knowl edge makes a
edi fi es.”




Practical Application

 The Beauty and Glory of God should remind us of
the gospel.
*lsaiah4:2:“ | n t hat day the Bran
beauti ful and glorious.”’

* Isaiah 53:2 tells us aboutJesus:“ For he shall
before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry
ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we
shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire

hi m. "




Practical Application

 The Beauty and Glory of God should cause us to
worship

 Let us meet the God of our theology




The Attributes of God

* |Isaiah 40:9:“ Get you up to a h
Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news, lift it
up, fear not; say to th
YOUR GOD! "7









